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enterprise. This evening brought us to Johnstown where
our boats were again let into the water of the Canal. We
started in the night, everything went well until about 2
o’clock A. M. we got stuck in the shore and had to remain
until morning when with our help we again got afloat.

The 8th, nothing of interest happened; we were kept
busy admiring the gigantic work of man over which we
were passing — tunnels through solid rock which took 5
minutes to pass, lined partly with natural rock, partly with
hewn stone, alternated with bridges over great streams—
all works of which Europe has no idea. Sometimes the route
is through lovely wooded valleys, again over smiling regions
where log houses alternate with splendid dwellings, in front
of which we frequently see ladies in bonnets and fine clothes,
milking cows; but so far as I could observe that is about
all the work they do, for we saw even in the log houses
such persons sitting in rocking chairs clad in bonnet and
shawl with folded arms like grand ladies.

On the 9th we had a revolt with the crew. Some of our
people had stepped off to buy food, and as the boats did not
stop for such purposes they naturally fell behind so as to
cause them more than two miles quick marching to catch
up. When they came they requested that the boat be
hauled near shore so they could jump aboard; the boat-
men refused; we insisted with a great deal of noise and I
was about to cut the draw rope with a hatchet when the
crew concluded to grant the request; afterward we were
shown more consideration. This evening we arrived af
Pittsburgh; as we floated into the city our singers sang
several Swiss songs which attracted hundreds of people to
the border of the canal and to the windows of the adjoin-
ing houses.

On the 10th, forenoon, we viewed the city. It is laid out
on a grand scale —broad streets with walks on each side,
splendid churches of which the English Catholic is the finest.
It is a grand temple built of hewn stone, with a flat roof
surrounded by a gallery and a great copper dome in the
middle; it is situated on a height and overlooks the whole



